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REMARKS 

Claims 2, 48 and 53 are pending after the cancellation of claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 28-30, 
32, 33, 36-44, 49-52 and 54-58 without prejudice and solely for the purpose of accelerating 
progress to allowance. Claims 2, 48 and 53 are amended to make them independent and to 
incorporate the limitations of the base claim. There are no intervening claims. The details of 
these amendments and their support are laid out below in the context of the objections to which 
they were subject in the present Office Action. In view of the above amendments and the 
following remarks, reconsideration and allowance of claims 2, 48 and 53 are respectfully 
requested. 

Priority 

Applicants acknowledge the required specific reference to any application to which 
benefit of an earlier filing date is desired. Applicants also note that the required specific 
reference to the earlier filed applications was added by amendment in the Amendment filed May 
29, 2002 in response to paper no. 14. If the Examiner has any specific concern about the content 
of this priority claim, applicants respectfully request that the Examiner infonn applicants of that 
concern. 

Maintained Rejections and New Rejections 
Applicants note that the maintained and new rejections under section 112, first and 
second paragraphs apply only to claims that are cancelled herein. Thus, these rejections are 
rendered moot by the cancellation of claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 28-30, 32, 33, 36-44, 49-52 and 54- 
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58. For this reason, applicants have not addressed the content of these rejections in the present 
response. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims drawn to nucleic acid sequence comprising the coding sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 
or a nucleic acid consisting of SEQ ID NO: 1 axe stated in the Office Action to be allowable. 
Claims 2> 48 and 53 are objected to as being dependent from a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Applicants have amended claims 2, 48 and 53 to make them independent and to 
incorporate any required limitations of the base claim. Applicants appreciate being given the 
opportunity to discuss these amendments with Examiner Goldberg on February 22, 2003. Based 
on that discussion, applicants believe that these amendments put claims 2 7 48 and 53 in condition 
for allowance. 

Pursuant to the above amendments and remarks, consideration and allowance of the 
pending application are believed to be warranted. The Examiner is invited and encouraged to 
directly contact the undersigned if such contact may enhance the efficient prosecution of this 
application to issue. 
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A Credit Card Payment Form PTO-2038 for payment in the amount of $ 1,250.00 (fee for 
a three (3) month extension of time and a Notice of Appeal Fee) is enclosed. This amount is 
believed to be correct; however, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 14-0629. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, P.C 

Gwendolyn D. Spratt 
Registration No. 36 ? 016 



NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, P.C. 
The Candler Building 
127 Peachtree Street NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-181 1 
(404) 688-0770 
(404) 688-9880 (fax) 



CgRT^ICAXE Cl ^ F^g gT^TTT.K TRANS MISSION UNDER 37 C.F.R. g 1.& 

i hereby certify that this correspondence, including any items indicated as attached or included, is being transmitted via facsimile transmission 
to: Examiner Jeanine Anne Goldberg, Art UnU; 1634, (703) 305-30U, on the date indicated below. 

Gwendolyn D. Sprati Date: February 25, 2003 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

2. (Amended) IThel An isolated nucleic acid sequence [of claim 1], comprising the 
coding sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2 and variations thereof permitted by genetic code degeneracy. 

i r 1 

48. (Amended) [The] An isolated nucleic acid sequence [of claim 1, wherein the 
nucleic acid sequence consists] consisting of the sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1. 

53. (Amended) [The probe of claim S] An isolated nucleic acid f, wherein the mutant 
MEFV comprises a nucleic acid] sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO:6, 
SEQ ID NO:S, SEQ ID NO: 10 and SEQ ID NO: 12. 
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